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African-American ballet dancers were a rarity in when Janet
Collins auditioned for the Ballet Russes de Monte Carlo.
Although Leonid Massine thought her.
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Dance Research, the journal of the Society for Dance Research,
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Collins gave her first prima ballerina performance on November
3, at the Las Palmas Theater in Los Angeles, which left
critics hailing her as a unique performer. Collins was also a
talented visual artist, and her family encouraged her to forgo
dance for painting which, at the time, offered more
opportunities to blacks.
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